5-5     ENGLISH ECONOMIC HISTORY (mainly) SINCE 1700
In 1784 Vice-Chancellor Peckard of Magdalene, announced
as the subject for the Latin Essay, "Anne liceat invitos in
servitutem dare?" Thomas Clarkson of St. John's won it.
Going back to London, after reading his Essay in the
Senate House, he halted at Wade's Mill (Herts.) and brooded
upon what he had just declaimed. "If the contents of the
Essay are truer it is time that some person should see these
calamities to their end." He interested a fellow-Johnian,
William Wilberforce, who interested Pitt of Pembroke, his
bosom friend. Said Wilberforcefs godfather, "If Billy tarns
Methodist, he shall not have a sixpence of mine," but Billy
was not to be stopped. With the powerful help of Wilber-
force, Clarkson appealed to the conscience of Europe, as well
as of England. The concessionaire interest defeated him in
France, but after the French Revolution the abolitionists
there fought back. In 1807, in the midst of war, England
abolished the trade, and in 1814 at the Congress of Vienna
it was a prime demand of the victorious power that France
and her allies should follow suit. It now remained to
abolish the institution itself. In 1823 the Anti-Slavery
Society, headed by the Quaker, T. F. Buxton, organised the
necessary campaign; and in 1833, slavery was abolished
in the British Empire, compensation being paid to the
owners, of whom the West India sugar planters were the
chief.
The abolition of slavery was one of the reasons which in
South Africa prompted the Great Trek of 1835. "Emanci-
pation was resented as one aspect of the revolution that had
been sweeping through the colony since 1828.'J1 The
frontier Boers of 1829 had no use for strong government
allied with philanthropy; and the outlook of their successors
has remained fundamentally the same. The pro-Boers of
1899 could not with consistence maintain that they were also
pro-native.
The ground plan of liberty in the Wealth of Nations is set
by the standard denunciations of it, "evident violation of
natural liberty and justice," etc. Let us list two pairs
and their issue.
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